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Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 


The  Registrar  General' s estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
28,450  an  increase  of  110  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 


Live  Births  and  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  471  (234  M.  237  F.)  which  was  an  increase 
of  74  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly 
16.52  whioh  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor 
computed  from  a population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  becomes 
14«70  and  v;as  appreciably  lower  than  that  of  15*4  for  England  and  Wales* 


Stillbirths  and  Rate 

The  number  of  stillbirths  was  6 (5M.  IF.)  and  the  corresponding  rate  was 
12.58  being  lower  than  that  of  18. 4 for  England  an d Wales. 


Fourteen  infant  deaths  were  registered  ten  of  which  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age,  and  the  corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  was  29*72  compared  with 
that  of  23*1  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  were:- 


Prematurity:  Toxaemia:  - 2 days 

Prematurity:  Maternal  diabetes  mellitis:  - 3 days 

Broncho -pneumonia:  Mongolism:  - 10  months 

Prematurity  - 17  hours 
Prematurity  - 3 days 

Asphyxia  due  to  ^cutc  Laryngo-tracheo-bronchitis:  Natural  Causes:  - 3 months 

Congenital  Mongolism  - 4 months 

Hydrops  foetalis:  Atypical  Rh. antibodies  - 15  minutes 

Lobar  Pneumonia  - 8 months 

Meningo-myelocoele  and  hydrocephalus  - 2 weeks 
Acute  Enoephalitis  - 3 months 

Congenital  Aortic  Atresia  and  Fibroeclastosis  of 
Left  Ventricle  - 1 day 

Pulmonary  Syndrome  of  the  newly  born  - 2 weeks 
Cerebral  Damage:  Birth  Trauma:  Prematurity  - 1 day 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no  deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 
and  Abortion. 


Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  358  ( 1 89  M.  169  F.) 
and  the  corresponding  crude  death  rate  was  12.58,  which  after  adjustment  by 
the  Registrar  General1 s Comparability  Factor,  as  for  births,  was  reduced 
to  12.45>  compared  with  that  of  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 
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The  chief  croup  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  which  are  natural  ultimate 
causes  of  death  amongst  the  aged  and  of  these  there  were  179* 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artery  of  the  Heart  caused  60  of  those  deaths 
i. e0  The  percentage  between  31  and  40  years  was  approximately  2/b, 

between  41  and  30  years  7/6,  between  31  and  60  years  8?b,  between  6l  and  70  years 
l8v£,  between  71  and  80  years  51/°*  between  81  and  90  years  12/6  and  over  90  years 
was  2/o0  The  highest  mortality  was  in  the  71  to  80  age  group,  end  the  second 
was  in  6l  to  70  age  group.  Extensive  research  is  being  devoted  to  the 
causation  of  this  disease,  which  is  still  obscure. 

Cancer,  as  invariably  in  previous  years,  was  the  second  highest  cause  of 
deaths,  of  which  there  were  6l . The  establishment  of  an  early  diagnosis 
would  effect  complete  cure  in  the  majority  of  cases,  and  it  would  seem  that 
procrastination  by  patients  is  the  most  common  factor  associated  with  late 
diagnosis. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  was  the  cause  of  19  deaths  (17  M.  2 F.),  compared 
with  1 6 in  the  previous  year.  The  ages  at  death  were  in  the  following  age- 

group. 


Age  - groups  Ages  Numbers 

31  - 60  51  , 52(F.),  56,  59,  59,  60,  60,  60,  6o(f.)  9 

61  - 70  62,  66,  66,  67,  70  5 

71  - 80  71,  71  , 73,  75  4 

81  - 90  84  1 


The  majority  was  in  the  51  - 60  age-group  and  it  may  be  that  smoking 
precipitates  Cancer,  in  those  who  have  a predisposition  to  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  smoking  is  a cause  of  chronic  bronchitis  and  emphysema  and  parents 
should  make  every  effort  to  discourage  their  children  from  beginning  or 
becoming  addicted. 

Infectious  Pi se ases 

The  Incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  very  low  throughout 
the  year.  There  was  no  case  of  the  more  serious  infections,  such  as  Poliomyel:! 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Meningitis,  etc. 

The  campaigns  ° v- in rt  Poliomyelitis  and  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
have  mot  with  wonderful  success  and  in  addition  to  the  success  of  preventive 
inoculations  treatment  with  the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics  is  specific  for 
the  serious  bacterial  diseases  and  their  complications. 

Measles 

This  was  a non-epidemic  year  - there  were  only  five  cases,  and  there 
were  no  complications  of  which  the  most  common  are  Broncho-pneumonia  and 
Acute  Otitis  Medic  and  occasionally  Acute  Encephalitis. 

Whoo pi] rg  0 oujgh 

Only  one  case  was  notified  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the 
effectiveness  cf  preventive  vaccination.  This  disease  has  been  in  the 
past  the  cause  of  much  chronic  lung  damage  and  of  innumerable  deaths  amongst 
infants-  and  its,  elimination  would  be  as  important  as  that  of  Poliomyelitis 

and  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  -'eve r 

Only  five  sporadic  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  In  its  present 
phase,  it  is  a comparatively  mild  illness  and  the  majority  of  cases  are 
treated  at  home?  The  serious  complications  of  former  years  are  now  relatively 
infrequent. 
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Sonne  Dysentery 

Three  cases  of  this  infection  were  notified,  two  occurring  in  one 
family.  This  is  rarely  a serious  illness,  the  presenting  feature 
being  diarrhoea  for  a few  days  and  in  consequence,  many  patients  do  not 
consult  their  family  Practitioners.  There  are  probably  many  chronic 
carriers  within  the  community  and  it  is  also  probable  that  many  cases 
occur  which  are  not  notified. 

Erysipelas 

Three  cases  of  this  skin  infection  were  notified  and  all  were 
successfully  treated  at  home  by  their  family  Practitioners.  In  former 
years  before  the  introduction  of  the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics,  it  was 
like  Scarlet  Fever,  a very  serious  infection. 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Ten  cases  of  this  illness  were  notified.  Including  the  secondary 
Pneumonias  which  are  not  notifiable*  "there  were  twenty-two  deaths,  the 
majority  being  elderly  people  whose  tissues  do  not  respond  so  actively 
to  treatment  with  the  Sulpha  drugs  and  Antibiotics. 

Tuberculosis 

As  in  the  previous  year,  four  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
were  notified.  One  case  was  in  the  15-24  age-group,  one  in  the  25  - 34 
age-group,  one  in  the  45  to  54  age-group  and  the  fourth  in  the  65  + age 
group. 

Fortunately  there  are  only  isolated  cases  amongst  adolescents  in  these 
days,  and  the  tendency  now  is  to  ascertain  cases  amongst  the  older  age  groups, 
many  of  whom  have  probably  been  latent  for  years. 

Not  one  new  case  of  non-Re spir at ory  or  Bovine  Tuberculosis  was  notified, 
which  is  evidence  of  the  safety  of  the  milk  supplies  and  of  the  efficacy  of 
meat  inspection  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  although  Bovine  Tuberculosis 
has  considerably  declined  within  recent  years. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  none  from 
non-Re spirat ory,  which  is  a reflection  of  the  effectiveness  of  modern 
chemo -therapy. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Public  Health  was  satisfactory 
in  the  District  throughout  the  year,  and  I would  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of 
the  Department  and  also  the  staff  for  their  very  efficient  service. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MARSHALL  M.B.  , Ch.B.  , D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
14,  Church  Rd. , 

Ashford, 

Kent.  Tel.  No. 


Ashford  1485* 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  1962 

AREA  5,719  acres. 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL*  S ESTIMATE  OF: 

28,450 

• « • •••  •••  9, 465 

• • « * • « . . • 1, 097 

...  •••  ...  £432,100 
« • • . « « • • « £1 , 7 25 


The  Resident  Population 

NuWlBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  ACC  ORPIN & 
TO  THE  RATE  BOOKS 

NUMBER  OF  BUSINESS  PREMISES 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A PENNY  RATE 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Ashford  is  both  an  agricultural  and  an  industrial  town  and  a business 
and  shopping  centre  for  the  large  rural  c o maun it y which  surrounds  it.  It 
merits  importance  by  containing  the  largest  agricultural  market  in  Kent  and 
in  having  a railway  junction -where  five  lines  converge,  associated  with  whic 
is  0.  Carriage  and  Wagon  Works,  end  Electric  Carriage  Repair  end  Inspection 
Shops.  There  are  a number  of  other  Factories,  including  Tyre  'Works, 

Iron  Foundry,  Printing  ’Works,  Agricultural  and  Vehicle  Repair  Shops,  Flour 
hills.  Marine  Engine  and  Industrial  Works , Light  and  Electrical  Engineering, 
Ordnance  Depot,  Bread,  Cereal  Products  and  Jam  Factory,  a large  Conning  and 
Dried  Foods  Factory,  a.  Cosmetic  .Manufacturer,  Glass  Scientific  Instrument 
Firm,  and  Furniture  Makers. 

Light  industry  is  coming  to  the  district  in  concert  with  the  o.bsorption 
into  the  town  of  London  'overspill1.  There  is  little  unemployment  in  the 
area  and  in  general,  apart  from  the  shortage  of  houses,  social  conditions 
ore  satisfactory. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Ashford 

England 

Urban 

and 

■Total 

PL 

District 

Wales. 

Live 

Births 

471 

234 

237 

Birth  Rate 

16.52 

18.0 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

(a) 

Legitimate 

450 

o • •»  « o i 

223 

227 

est imated 

Rate 

resident 

14.70) 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

21 

11 

10 

population 

Stillbirths 

6 

5 

1 

Rate  per 

12.58 

18.1 

1 ,000  total 

(a) 

Legitimate 

6 

5 

1 

(live  and 

still)  births 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total  live  & still 
births 

477 

239 

238 

Deaths 

358 

189 

169 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
re  sident 
population 

12.58 

(Adjusted 

Rate 

12.45) 

11.9 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy, 
Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

T- 

Rate  per 
1,000  (live 
and  still) 
births 

- 

Not 

Available 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
One  Year  of  Age 

14 

9 

5 

Rate  per 
1 ,000  live 
births 

29.72 

21.4 

(a)  Legitimate 

14 

9 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
(legitimate) 

31.11 

(b)  Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 
( illegitimate) 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 

10 

6 

4 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 

21.21 

15.6 

(a)  Legitimate 

10 

6 

4 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent 

of  total 

live  births 

4. 46/0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all 

ages) 

• • • 

e • • • • • ••• 

61 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 


1 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages) 


1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHFORD  URBsT  _ DISTRICT 
DURING-  1962 


ALL  CAUSES 


1 • Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 
| 4.  Diphtheria 

j 3«  Whooping  Cough 
j 6.  Meningococcal  infections 
! 7 • Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malign, ant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14»  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
15*  Leukaemia,  aleuke.emia 
16.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronany  disease,  angina 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disea.se 

21 . Other  circulatpry  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 
24*  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
31  ° Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33 • Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34*  All  other  accidents 
35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 


Males 

189 

1 


1 

1 

17 


13 
1 

21 

37 

2 

24 

6 

1 

14 
17 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

13 

4 
2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1 962 
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IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  immunisation  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation  figures  for  1962  based  on  the  returns  submitted  to  the  ministry  of 


Health. 

Year  of  Birth 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(Singly  or 

in  combination) 

(Singly  or  in  combination)  ' 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

Primary 

1962 

169 

Nil 

168 

1 961 

214 

2 

214 

I960 

10 

201 

9 

1959 

9 

10 

5 

1958 

8 

11 

3 

1953-1957 

18 

0 

CO 

12 

1948-1952 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

TOTAL 

42G 

413 

411 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

~ * ™ ' “ **  " * ■ -** 

The  following  table  shows  the  smallpox  vaccination  figures  for  1962  basec 
on  the  return  submitted  to  the  ministry  of  Health 


Age  at  Date  of 

N umb e r Vaoc  inat  ed 

N umbe  r Re  -V  ac  c in at  ed 

Vaccination 

Under  1 

282 

- 

1 

41 

1 

2 to  4 

64 

9 

5 to  14 

199 

73 

15  or  Over 

r^ 

<M 

■N — 

! 

102 

Total 

713 

185 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

The  following  are  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  figures  for  1962  based  01 
the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Year 

2 Injections 

3rd  Dose 

4th  Dose  3 OR- 

( SALK) 

( SALK  and  ORuL) 

(SALK  and  ORAL)  (CompN 

Cour: 

1962 

- 

2 

31 

1961 

1 

70 

200 

1957-1960 

20 

229 

51 

1943-1956 

25 

197 

226  13 [ 

1933-1  942 

16 

129 

21 

Others 

28 

491 

73 

. _ 
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SECTION  Bo 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  T EE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  which  is  directed,  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  situated  in  Preston  Hall, 
British  Legion  Village,  Maidstone,  and  provides  valuable  services  on  behalf 
of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  District  Councils.  For  example, 
samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream  end  other  food- stuffs  axe  regularly 
examined,  and  in  relation  to  Infectious  Diseases  their  bacteriological  reports 
are  of  great  value. 

The  local  General  Hospitals  also  have  their  own  Laboratories,  which 
provide  valuable  services  to  the  other  local  Hospitals,  to  the  Consultants 
and  to  the  Practitioners. 

Ambulance  and  Ho spit al  Car  Service 

The  County  Council  administers  this  service  throughout  Kent.  A new 
Ambulance  Station  at  Silverhill  Road,  Willesborough  was  opened  in  April, 

1962,  where  five  ambulances  and  four  sitting-case  cars  axe  gaxaged. 

The  ambulance  personnel  numbers  one  Station  Officer  and  twenty-one  Driver/ 
Attendants,  supplemented  by  St.  John  Brigade  and  Hospital  Car  Driver 
volunteers,  whose  devotion  to  duty  merits  appreciation. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

All  maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  and  Dental  Clinics  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  in  Ashford: - 

( i)  Station  Road 

This  is  the  central  and  chief  clinic  .and  is  contained  in  an  'ad  hoc' 
building.  The  outlying  clinics  are  complentary.  Sessions  are  held  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week  from  2.0  p.m. 

( ii)  Women' s Institute  Hall,  ^hurch^Rd.^  Jlorth.  Willesborough 

Sessions  are  held  at.  2.0  p.m.  on  alternate  Fridays. 

( iii)  Women* _s  InjstJLtutj;  jiall,_  Faversham  Rd.  , Kennington 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  on  the  2nd  and  Rth  "Wednesdays  of  each 
month. 

( iv)  St.  Francis  Hall,  Cryol  Rd.  , South  Ashford 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.0  p.m.  on  the  1st,  3^d  and  5th  Wednesdays  of 
each  month. 

School  Medical  _Service  Cliiiics 

The  following  clinics  of  the  School  Medical  Service  axe  held  at  the 
main  Station  Road  Clinic. 

(a)  Dental  Clinic. 

(b)  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

(c)  Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 
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( d)  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital,  is  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospitals  Board  and  appointments  are  made  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Department  on  behalf  of  school-children.  It  is  held  on  the 
1 st  Thursday  of  each  month  at  1 -4-5  P*  m. 

Venereal  J3ij3ea.se. s„C_linic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Wednesdays  10-12  noon 
and  Fridays  2 - 4*0  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
from  9«30  a.m. 

Chiropody  Service  (Child  'Welfare  Cent  re , Station  Road) 

This  service  is  provided  for  men  over  63  years  and  women  over  60  yrs. , 
for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  for  expectant  mothers,  and  the 
clinic  is  held  on  Monday  afternoons  and  all  day  on  Thursdays. 

Hospitals 


(a)  Ashford  General  - accommodation  115  beds. 

(b)  Willesborough  General  - accommodation  134  bods. 

( c)  Infectious  Diseases  - accommodation  16  cubicle  beds  .(im0 Fueling  cots) 

4-  Private  Nursing  Homes 

One  Nursing  Home  was  established  and  registered  in  1962  to  accommodate 
nine  chronic  sick  patients. 

5*  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services 

The  County  Council  also  administers  these  services.  On  the  local 
staff,  there  are  six  full-time  and  three-  part-time  Home  Nurse/liidwives 
who  .re  engaged  in  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Nursing  and  in  the  Home  Nursing 
of  the  sick.  The  standard  of  service  given  by  the  Nurses  is  excellent 
and  there  is  complete  co-operation  between  them  and  the  Practitioners. 

The  majority  of  patients  nursed  in  their  homes  are  elderly  and  chronic 
sick,  many  of  whom  are  awaiting  beds  in  Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  which  are 
still  inadequate  to  cope  with  the  waiting  list. 

6.  The  Maternity  paid  Child.  Welfare  Service 

This  service  is  a.lso  administered  by  the  County  Council.  There  axe 
four  Child  Welfare  Centres  within  the  District,  which  are  conveniently 
situated  for  mothers,  and  the  attendances  are  well  maintained.  The  value 
of  these  Clinics  is  reflected  in  the  gradually  falling  Infant  Mortality 
rate  in  the  District.  Ev*-ry  baby  brought  to  the  Clinic  is  regularly 
examined  and  weighed  to  ensure  that  no  unsuspected  defects  exist  and 
that  growth  is  normal  end  vigorous.  The  sale  of  essential  foods  and 
vitamin  complements  at  cost  price  is  also  of  value  to  mothers. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  //hooping  Cough  and  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  are  also  available  at  these  clinics. 

7«  The  Domestic  Help  Service,  the  Family  Care  SAnvice , Evening  and  Night 
Attendant  Service  and  the  Family  Welfare  Service 

(a)  The  Domestic  Help  Service  of  the  County  Council  has  become  a very 
important  health  service  in  the  home  and  has  rapidly  expended  within 
recent  years.  The  service  is  administered  peripherally  by  Area,  and 
Local  Domestic  Help  Organisers  and  the  assessment  of  income  of  the 
applicants  is  done  by  the  District  Officers.  In  this  District  there 
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is  an  adequate  pool  of  Domestic  Kelps  who  are  paid  3/9l"d.  per  hour 
and  there  is  a sliding  scale  of  charges  based  on  the  family  income 
of  the  applicant,  the  maximum  charges  being  A/9d.  per  hour,  and  the 
minimum  charge  5/-  per  week,  which  is  re-imbursed  by  the  National 
Assistance  Board  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  majority  of  those  who  benefit  from  the  service  are  the  aged 
and  infirm  and  chronic  sick.  Regard,  however,  should  be  given  to  the 
fact  that  many  would  degenerate  into  Chronic  Sick  Hospital  cases 
without  this  service,  where  maintenance  costs  would  far  exceed  the  cost 
of  domestic  help.  The  Service  is  also  of  great  value  to  lying-in 
mothers  and  to  those  mothers,  who  are  discharged  from  Ho  spited,  following 
operations,  and  others  suffering  from  miscellaneous  illnesses. 

The  service  relieves  anxiety  and  stress  in  the  home  particularly  where 
there  are  children  under  five  years  of  age  end  aids  the  recovery  of 
the  mother  from  illness. 

(b)  The  Fa  mily  Care  Service 


Prior  to  the  introduction  of  this  service,  it  was  necessary  to 
remove  children,  particularly  those  under  five  years  of  a.ge,  to  expensive 
Children's  Institutions  from  families  in  which  the  mother  was  absent 
from  hone  through  severe  illness,  death,  estrangement,  desertion  or 
separation  or  other  cause.  The  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  and 
care  for  the  children  whilst  the  father  is  at  work  and  the  Family  Help  may 
be  required  to  reside  in  the  home.  The  maximum  period  of  help  is  for 
three  months,  during  which  period  the  father  is  expected  to  make  permanent 
arrangements  for  the  care  of  his  children.  This  is  a valuable  service 
and  although  there  is  only  a small  number  of  families  who  require  this 
help,  expensive  institutional  maintenance,  particularly  where  there  is 
a large  number  of  children  in  one  family,  is  obviated. 

( c)  Evening  Attendant  Service 


This  service  is  designed  to  provide  help  to  old  people  living  alone 
but  who  do  not  require  more  help  than  half  to  one  hour' s attention  before 
retiring  for  the  night.  The  number  of  old  people  who  require  this 
service  is,  however,  not  considerable. 

( d)  Night  Attendant  Service 

This  service  provides  for  people  of  all  ages  who  axe  seriously  ill 
and  live  alone.  The  helpers  usua.lly  go  at  10  p.m.  and  stay  until  6 a«m. 
the  following  morning,  and  attend  each  night,  including  Sunday,  until 
the  patient  recovers  or  dies  or  is  removed  to  hospital.  Assistance  is 
also  given  for  several  nights  to  relatives  who  are  unable  to  stay  every 
night  throughout.  This  service  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to 
old  people  living  alone,  most  of  whom  have  strong  nostalgic  attachments  to 
their  homes. 

( e)  Family  Welfare  Service 


This  domestic  help  service  was  introduced  by  the  C0unty  Council  to 
help  the  so-called  Problem  Families,  the  objectives  being  threefold; 
to  raise  the  standard  of  living  of  these  families,  to  improve  the 
standard  of  Child  Care,  and  to  prevent  the  break-up  of  the  family. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CmcmiSl^TCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  w.  ter  supply  within  the  Urban  District  is  provided  by  two  under- 
takings, viz.  by  Ashford  Urban  District  Council  and  by  the  iiid-Kent  Water 
Company.  The  Council  are  the  undertakers  supplying  water  for  Central 
and  South  Ashford  and  North  and  South  7/illesborough.  The  Llid-Kent  Water 
Company  supplies  Kennington  and  the  Sandyhurst  Lane  area. 

Ashford  Urban  District  Council  jJndert askings  - Supplies  ore  obtained  from 

the  following  three  sources:  - 

( i)  We  stwcll 

There  remain-'  two  gravel-screen  bore  holes  in  serviceable  condition 
each  with  pumping  plant  installed  capable  of  extracting  10,000  gallons  per 
hour  from  each  bore-hole.  A softening  plant  (Clank's  process)  is  in 
operation  here.  The  water  is  pumped  by  an  electrically-driven  pump  to  a 
covered  reservoir  (capacity  1,000,000  gallons)  at  Potter's  Corner,  from 
where  it  enters  the  supply  network.  The  source  affords  a stand-by  potc-ntia 
supply  and  small  quantities  were  pumped  to  supply  at  irregular  intervals 
during  the  yean. 

( ii)  Henwood 

This  supply  comes  from  four  wells  with  interconnecting  adits,  approx- 
imately AO  feet  deep.  From  the  electrically  driven  pumps  the  water  is 
pumped  into  the  supply  network  and  a surplus  should  be  diverted  into  the 
reservoir  at  Potter' s Corner.  Regular  extraction  from  this  source  has 
ceased  but  it  is  maintained  in  serviceable  condition  as  an  emergency  supply. 

Water  extracted  from  these  sources  is  arranged  to  be  chlorinated  at 
source,  as  an  -additional  mea.sure  of  safety,  though  the  untreated  waters 
have  in  successive  years  been  of  excellent  bacteriological  and  chemical 
quality. 

(iii)  Godnersham  (Bulk  Supply) 

A 15"  trunk  main  provides  bulk  supply  into  the  town  distribution  systec 
from  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company' s source  at  Godnersham. 

The  Godmcrshan  source  is  described  below  under  Mid-Kent  Water  Company, 
At  the  end  of  the  year  about  1 ,150,000  gallons  of  water  daily  were  being 
taken  from  this  supply. 


By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination  .re  taken  from  the  sources,  reservoirs  and 
points  on  the  distribution  network  at  the  rate  of  normally  nine  ea,ch 
month  from  the  Ashford  Urban  District  Council's  own  supplies  and  one  from 
the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company' s supply  network  in  the  district.  Samples  for 
chemical  ane-lysis  are  also  taken  before  and  after  treatment  from  the  three  l a 
sources  at  quarterly  intervals.  The  Llid-Kent  Water  Company  take  three 
samples  monthly  from  the  sources  of  their  supplies  to  the  district. 

Houses  connected  to  jDub  1 ic  jaa. in s 

9,A^3  houses  are  connected  to  the  public  mains,  but  one  house  near 
Potter' s Comer  and  one  in  Bla,ckwabl  Road  are  known  not  to  be  connected. 
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Examination  _of  Samples  toicen  during  the  Year 


• 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemic 

al  Examinat ion 

No.  of 

Satis- 

Not  Satis- 

No.  of 

Satis- 

Not  Satis- 

Sample  s 

factory 

f a.ctory 

Samples 

factory 

factory 

Statutory  Supply 

70  T 

70  T 

7 T 

7 T 

— 

A.U.D.C. 

34  R 

27  R 

7 R 

9 R 

9 R 

— 

Undertakings:  Mid-Kent 

28  T 

28  T 

— 

1 T 

1 T 

- 

w/s 

5 L 

5 R 

— 

3 R 

3 R 

— 

Private  Sources  piped 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

to  dwellings 

Other  private  Sources 

- 

- 

- 

1 ~ 

- 

- 





T.  = Trea 

ted  R.  = 

Raw 

The  Mid Jfent  Water  Company 
( i)  Barham 


This  v/ater  is  taken  from  the  chalk,  the  well  being  about  200  feet 
deep.  It  is  pumped  to  Hastingleigh  reservoir  (c.  pacity  500,000  gallons) 
from  where  it  reaches  the  Kennington  supply  network. 

(ii)  Charing 

This  water  is  obtained  from  the  greensand  and  the  borings  are 
approximately  1 60  feet  deep.  It  is  pumped  to  Fairboume  and  Charing  Kill 
Reservoirs  (capacity  1,000,000  and  263,500  gallons  respectively). 

These  reservoirs  afford  a subsidiary  or  auxiliary  supply  to  Kennington. 

G-odmersham 


The  water  source  is  from  two  2 V'  borings  into  the  chalk  (each 
200  feet  deep)  with  an  authorised  extraction  of  up  to  3 million  gallons 
per  day.  The  water  is  pumped  to  Kennington  supply  network  end  the  trunk 
main  connected  to  the  Ashford  supply.  It  also  serves  Batchelor’ s Foods 
Factory  water  tower  (100,000  gallons  capacity)  and  some  water  is  boosted 
to  the  Hastingleigh  reservoir.  A million  gallon  covered  service 
reservoir  on  the  downs  near  G-odmersham  is  a balance  reservoir  end  supplies 
by  gravity  when  the  G-odmersham  Station  is  shut  down. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  (including  Flats)  is  ...  9,4-65 
Total  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  ..  9,211 

Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  the  sewers  (estimated)  ;.. . 254 

A stent  was  made  on  the  Central  Area  Sewer  Redevelopment  Phase  I. 
Works  carried  out  on  this  Scheme  during  1962  comprised  a new  soil  sewer 
in  Mace  Lane  and  surface  water  sewers  in  Mace  Lane,  Wellesley  Roa,d, 
H.ardinge  Road  and  Albert  Road  - with  a river  outfall. 


5. 


The  Swimming  Bath  water  is  break-point  chlorinated  end  residual 
chlorine  is  maintained  up  to  2 p.  p. m.  Additions  of  soda  ash  are  mo.de 
to  reduce  acidity  in  the  water  so  as  to  e„void  eye  effects  etc. 
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The  water  is  purified  by  means  of  a rapid  sand  filtration  plant 
with  a twelve-hour  turn-over  period.  The  bath  (100  x 25  yds.)  has 
a capacity  of  600,000  gallons 

Routine  samples  of  the  water  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

Disinfection 

One  house  only  was  disinfected.  Apart  from  possible  psychological 
advantages  in  certain  cases,  disinfection  of  places  end  things  where 
an  infectious  person  has  been  is  not  considered  worthwhile  over  a whole 
range  of  diseases  where  it  was  once  considered  essential.  Of  the 
exceptions  where  disinfection  is  necessary,  there  is  no  instance  so 
vital  as  in  the  case  of  Smallpox.  Ashford,  on  the  increasingly  used 
highway  to  overseas  travel  by  land  and  sea,  must  be  in  a state  of 
constant  readiness, though  otherwise  disinfection  work  may  be  virtually 
nil. 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin  was  as 
follows: - 


. Bugs 

Fleo,s 

Cockroorhes 

Council  Houses 

1 

- 

2 

Other  Houses 

- 

2 

6 

There  was  still  lower  incidence  of  vermin  info station,  as  shown  by 
the  above  table.  Isola/ted  canes  of  red  mite  occurred,  some  forty-three 
instances  of  ant  infestation,  but  probably  arising  from  the  coolness 
of  the  summer  only  twenty-six  wasps  nests  were  dealt  with. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Hospital  Board  whereby  an  infestation 
service  is  provided  for  the  local  General  Hospitals  and  the  Isolation 
Hospital  were  continued  and  operated  satisfactorily  though  less 
effectively  at  the  end  of  the  year  arising  from  departmental  staff 
problem. 

Flies 

The  usual  pr ant ice  wan  followed  of  spraying  selected  parts  of  nine 
school  kitchen  buildings  in  the  district  in  order  to  a.fford  a 
persisting  fly  control. 

Routine  control  of  fly-breeding  at  the  Council’ s Refuse  tip  at 
C Wilmington  was  followed  during  the  fly-breeding  season  combined  with  the 
weekly  application  of  insecticide  (with  residual  effect)  on  to  the 
refuse  clearing  vehicles  themselves. 

The  number  of  sanit  ry  dustbins  on  hire  by  the  Council  rn.tepa.yers 
has  again  increased  and  is  now  439  ( 398  la,st  year) . 

Rat s and  Mice  Destruction 

Instances  where  rodent  control  work  was  carried  out  are  detailed 
below.  Domestic  premises  receive  a free  service. 
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RATS 

MICE 

No.  of  Infest- 

No.  of 

No.  of  Infest- 

No.  of 

at  ions. 

Visits 

at  ions 

Visits 

Domestic 

98 

367 

34 

132 

Business 

12 

47 

13 

60 

Agricultural 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Council 

(Non-domestic) 

20 

61 

3 

13 

The  results  show  little  change  fron  rodent  activity  in  recent 
years.  Again  no  'major'  infestations  occurred.  The  'block  control' 
of  rodents  was  used  in  three  instances. 

* Treatment  of  the  town  centre  area  sewerage  system  was  carried  out 

in  Spring  and .Autumn  employing  anti -coagulant  poisons  except  for  a 
limited  number  of  access  points  where,  largely  on  account  of  difficulties 
over  access  under  modern  traffic  conditions,  a trial  was  made  of  use  of 
fluoro acetamide,  limiting  the  need  for  access  to  a single  baiting. 

The  annual  Spring  sample  survey  (iQfo  testing)  and  subsequent  treatment 
indicated  a continued  low  rat  population  in  the  sewers.  Such  is  the 
breeding  potential  of  these  crea.tures  however,  thaot  a continual  drive 
against  them  is  essential.  There  was  a routine  control  of  rat  infesta- 
tion at  the  dump.  This,  and  the  control  of  flies  at  the  dump  referred 
to  earlier  is  made  much  easier  and  more  effective  when  adequate 
covering  materials  and  control  is  excircised  at  the  Tip. 

7 • Clean  Air  Act 

During  the  year  six  notification  of  proposals  to  install  furnaces 
were  received. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  da.ily  recorded  continuous  monitoring  of  at  mo  spheric  pollution 
was  started  at  one  station  located  in  Regents  Place  on  3rd  April,  1962. 

On  the  spot  determination  of  sulphur  content  is  made  and  smoke  paper 
filters  are  assessed  (using  a reflectometei)  by  the  Maidstone  Borough 
kounc il' s Health  Officers.  The  results  are  sent  to  the  Department 

of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  qs  part  of  a national  survey  into 
atmospheric  pollution  currently  being  conducted.  The  limited  number 
erf  results  obtained  so  far  do  not  allow  for  any  worthwhile  comparison 
or  conclusions,  but  trends  show  unmist akeably  that  such  pollution  as 
exists, very  largely  arises  from  domestic  chimneys.  For  this  rec,son 
it  may  well  prove  very  desirable  to  install  a second  station  within 
the  developing  Council-owned  esta.tes  to  monitor  pollution  in  these 
areas  - where  in  fact  smoke  control  areas  could  easily  be  introduced 
at  an  appropriate  time  should  it  prove  necessary. 

8.  Noise 

Besides  dea,ling  informally  with  noise  nuisance  from  the  chimes  of 
certain  of  the  mobile  ice  cream  vendors,  more  serious  problems  of 
noise  were  encountered,  one  at  a fo.ctory  where  the  noise  of  a mill 
interfered  with  the  amenities  of  the  inhabitants  of  nearby  houses,  and 
the  second  at  a dairy  where  the  troubles  mainly  concerned  the  loading 
of  milk  on  to  retail  delivery  vehicles  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning.  Cood  co-operation  was  received  fron  the  factory  management 
and  the  mill  was  re-sited  in  a basement  in  a part  of  the  factory  where 
no  noise  nuisance  could  arise  - an  instance  of’  belated  planning  to 
control  noise.  In  the  case  of  the  noise  fron  the  dairy,  all  reasonably 
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practicable  steps  were  taken  by  introduction  in  particular  of  under- 
cover loading  to  mitigate  the  nuisance.  It  is  quite  evident  however, 
that  the  location  of  such  activities  in  a non-re sident ial  area  would 
be  the  only  entirely  satisf actory  reoourse.  It  is  fair  comment  however 
to  say  that  the  Noise  Ab at ement.qAct  is  a very  helpful  health  measure. 

9.  Analysis  of  Public Health  Inspectors  Visits 
Inspections 


Dwellings  re  repairs  

Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  ...  ... 

Dwellings  re  Demolition  & Closing  Orders 
Clearance  Areas  ...  ... 

General  survey  and  assessment  

Improvement  Grants  ...  ... 

Multilets  ...  ... 

Overcrowding,'  survey  

Housing,  adequacy  of  

Dustbins  

Drainage  

Water  supply  

Certificate  of  Disrepair  

Certificate  as  to  Remedying  of  Defects 
Miscellaneous  Rent  Act  


Food 


Bakehouses  ... 

Butchers  .o.  ...  •«. 

Catering  establishments  and  clubs  ...  ... 

Dairies  ...  ... 

Fish  (incl  fried)  

Licensed  premises  

Slaughterhouses  

Stalls,  itinerant  vendors  end  delivery  vans 

All  other  food  premises  ...  

Registered  premises  under  Sec.  16  included  in  above 

Food  Inspection  end  Sampling  


Factories  and  Shops 


725 

75 

128 

73 

835 

79 

123 
3 

82 

218 

416 

124 
3 


21 

109 

100 

53 

13 

66 

468 

131 

268 

131 

115 


Factories  with  power  78 

Factories  non-power  ■ 16 

Workplaces  8 

Outworkers  3 

Shops  Act  90 

General 

Rats  and  mice  destruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  534- 

Other  vermin  152 

Dirty  houses  55 

Offensive  accumulation  ...  ...  44 

Offensive  odours  ...  ...  33 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  ...  ...  ...  27 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds-  174 

Aged  and  infirm  persons  .........  ...  8 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  26 

Food  Poisoning  ...  8 

Noise  ...  41 

Agriculture  safety  and  welfare  5 

Smoke  abatements  - observations  76 

visits  47 
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Air  Monitoring  ... 

Firegua.rds  (Heating  Appliances) 
Miscellaneous  . . . 

Improvement s ^and  Repairs  Effected 

i.  House  Repairs 

( a)  External 

Chimney  stacks 
Roofs 

Gutters  and  fall  pipes  ... 

Brickwork,  pointing  & rendering 
Windows  (incl.  cords)  ... 

Doors 

Decorations  . . . 

Outbuildings 
Yard  surf a,cing 

(b)  Internal 

Flasterwork  (walls  and  ceilings)  ... 

Doors  and  cupboa.rds  . 

Fire  planes  and  stoves  

St  air  cases  

Floors  (including  under-floor  ventilation) 
Miscellaneous  . 

ii.  Dampness  Remedied 

Walls  ...  ...  . 

Floors  ...  ...  . 


195 

3 

4-09 


14 

32 

25 

5 

20 

10 

2 

2 

8 


33 

1 

5 

5 
13 

6 


31 

14 


1X1. 


IV. 


VI. 


Vll. 


Vlll. 


-L-X^c 


X* 


Foodstore 

Made  satisfactory 
Provided 

Water  Supply 

Leaks  repaired 
Piping  renewed 
Sinks  renewed 

Drainers  renewed  or  provided 

Water  Closets 

Repaired 
New  Provided 

Ventilation 

Improved 

Natur  \1  Lij^tinj: 

Improved 

Drainage 

Drains  renewed  or  repaired 
Drains  cleared 
Dra.ins  tested 

Stability  Remedied 

Dustbins  renewed 


4 

4 


9 

1 

4 

1 


19 

20 


19 

49 

28 


82 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  j 1.937 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health- 


i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1 , 
2,  A and  6,  are  enforced  by 
Local  authority. 

ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

i-ii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ( exc luding  out - 
workers  premises). 


Number 
on  Reg- 
ister 


28 


137 


173 


Nurioer  of 


Inspec- 
tions 


Written 

Notices 


16 


78 


4 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


100 


10 

i.,.. 


2.  Cases  in  which  defect  s' were  found 


w w - -*■  - 

*'  i 

! 

Referred 

Particular’s 

Found 

Remedied  1 

To  H.M. 

By  H.I.i. 

No.  of  cases 

In spec- 

In spec- 

in  which  Pros' 

tor 

tor 

tions  were 

Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.'i) 

5 

6 

• 

2 

rT 

Overcrowding  (S-2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable.  Temperature/  /S  p 3) 
T-Inadequate  \ient flax, ion  (,  S.  47 
IneiTcctive  drainage  of 

— 

- 

- 

- 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Convenience 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  of 

3 

2 

— 

— 

“ 

defective 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Other  offences  a,ga.inst  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

3 

3 

_ * 

— 

— 

| TOTAL 

19 

18 

- 

• 2 

- 

OUTWORKERS  - There  are  twelve  outworkers  in  the  di strict < 
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SECTION  Do 


HOUSING- 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  was  as  follows :- 


1962 


1946  - 1 


Prefabricated  temporary  bungalows 

— 

143 

New  Permanent  houses:- 

Vfoolreeds  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

- 

9 

(b)  3 " 

- 

364 

(e)  4 " 

- 

21 

(d)  2 ’’  maisonettes  (Court  Wurtin) 

- 

8 

(e)  2 " type  (Court  Wurtin) 

- 

2 

Musgrove  Esta/te 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

40 

(b)  3 ” 

- 

73 

(0)  k " 

— 

3 

Osborne  Road  Est.ate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

(b)  3 " 

- 

28 

175 

(c)  4 " 

- 

4 

A.yle sf ord  Green  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

6 

(b)  3 " 

— 

10 

Beaver  G-reen  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

50 

(b)  3 " 

229 

Burton  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

38 

(b)  3 ” 

- 

94 

Repton  Estate 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

30 

(b)  3 " 

— 

60 

Flats 

Croft  Rood. 

(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

— 

2 

(b)  2 bedroom  type 

- 

1 

(c)  1 " " 

— 

3 

Musgrove  JE  state 

(a)  G-regory  Flats 

— 

28 

(b)  Bed- sitting  room  type 

- 

16 

(c)  2 bedroom  Ea.siform  type 

- 

16 
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( iii)  Flat  s ( ContcL  ) 


Woolreeds  Estate 

(a)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

(b)  2 bedroom  type 

(c)  1 » n (Court  Wurtin' 

(d)  2 " " ( » » 


1962 


6 

6 

10 

2 


(iv) 


Osborne  Road  Estate 


(a)  3 bedroom  type 

- 

1 

Gpjifrty  Walk 

(a)  Bed- sitting  room  type 

13 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

27 

(c)  2 " 

- 

28 

Beaver  G-reen  Estate 

k 

(a)  Gregory  Flats 

28 

(b)  1 bedroom  type 

- 

10 

(c)  2 " 

- 

14 

(d)  Bed-sitting  room  type 

- 

4 

Aylesford  Grpen  Estate 
(a)  2 bedroom  type 

20 

(b)  1 

- 

1 2 

East  Sjtour  Farm 

- 

8 

Re pt on  Estate 

- 

48 

_01d  People*  s Bungalows 

(a) 

Burton  Estate 

- 

12 

(b) 

Beaver  Green  Estate 

— 

12 

(c) 

Woolreeds  Estate  (Court  Wurtin) 

2 bedroom  type 

- 

3 

(a) 

Waterside 

1 beuroom  type 

- 

6 

(e) 

Gladstone  and  Mead  Roads 

1 bedroom  type 

- 

2 

Total  number  of  units  provided  by  the 

Council 

16 

1716 

Number  provided  by  private  enterprise 


Analysis  of  Applications  for  Council  houses  registered  to  June,  1963° 
Living  in  Ashford  - ina.de quad 


Childless  couples  63 
One  child  families  64 
Two/Three  child  families  64 
Four  or  more  child  familes  11 


202 


Analy sis  for  Application  for  Council 
house s Ccontdo ) 

Living  in  Ashford  adequately  housed 


1962 


1946  - 1962 


Childless  couples 
One  child  families 
Two/Three  child  families 
Four  or  more  child  families 


67 

86 

75 

8 256 


working  in  Ashford  - inadequately  housed 


Childless  couples  13 
One  child  families  17 
Two/Three  child  families  12 
Four  or  more  child  families  5 


46 


working  in  Ashford  - adequately 


Childless  couples  17 
One  child  families  15 
Two/Three  child  families  36 
Four  or  more  child  families  4 


72 


Applicants  for  bed-sitting  room  flats  of  whom  13  are  householders- . . . . . 29 
Applicants  for  old  peoples  dwellings  of  whom  75  are  householders 109 

694 


S^Lum_  Clearance 

The  slum  clearance  programme  proceeded  with  the  result  set  out  in  the 


table  given-  Houses  and  pants  of 
got  under  way  total 

A.  Houses  demolished 

houses  dealt 

with  since  the 

pro  gramme 

In  Cleanance  Areas 

Houses 

Displaced  di 

(Housing  Act,  1957) 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

(l)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

bad  arrangement 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Sect.  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Are  an 

* 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Sect.  17(l)  Housing  Act,  1957 

3 

9 

5 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed 

Number 

D i spl ace  d during  year 

(5)  Under  Sec.  16(4),  17(d)  and 

Persons 

Familie  s 

35(l)  Housing  Act,  1957 

2 

5 

3 

(6)  Under  Sec.  17(3)  and  26 

Housing  Act , 1 957 

1 

5 

1 

(7)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

under  Sec.  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

1 

2 

1 

- 24  - 


C ° Unfit  Houses  made  _f it^md^House^s  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


By  Owner 

By  Loco.l  Authority 

(8)  After  informal  action  by  local  Authority 

77 

- 

(9)  After  formed,  notice  under  - 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

- 

- 

(b)  Secs.  9 and  16  Housing  Act,  1957 

6 

1 

(10)  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957 

- 

- 

D.  Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use  (Housirrg  Act,  1 957) 

No.  of 

No.  of  separate  dwellii 

houses 

contained  in  column  (i) 

Position  at  end  of  year 

_Q)._ 

(ll)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48 

- 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

- 

- 

(c)  Under  Section  46 

- 

- 

(12)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 

Section  34  or  53 

— 

— 

E.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 

No.  of 

No.  of  occupants  of 

houses 

Rouses  in  column  (l) 

■ 

(13)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 

those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 

Nil 

Nil 

Order  or  Complusory  Purchase  Orders 

purcho.se d in  the  year 

The  relatively  slow  progress  in  ' slur.;1  clearance  stemmed  from  the 
shortage  of  accommodation  for  rehousing  as  * slum1  clearance  and  rehousing 
must  keep  in  step.  The  Hempsted  Street  Clearance  Area  was  represented 
during  the  year,  and  should  (during  1963)  assist  in  recovering  lost  progress. 
The  Minister1 s enquiry  on  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  held  on 
11th  December,  1 962. 

.. 

Improvement  of  Houses 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Surveyor1  s Dept,  in  connection) 
with  improvement  and  conversion  of  dwellings.  By  personal  contact  with 
owners,  Inspectors  endeavour  to  initiate  schemes  of  improvement.  Altogether 
preliminary  proposals  on  46  houses  were  prepared  involving  some  79  visits 
a lower  number  than  last  year.  Rising  costs  in  the  building  trade  are 
reflected  in  the  figures  of  the  cost  of  grant  aid  work  as  follow: - 

Number  of  schemes  submitted  1 6 (30*) 

(Number  of  houses  - 16) 

Amount  of  G-rants  ...  ...  £3*788  (£6,013*) 

(’Total  cost  - £8,996) 
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St andard  G-rants 

Number  of  schemes  submitted  12  (ll*) 

(Number  of  houses  - 12) 

Total  cost  of  Improvements  ...  ...  £3 >751  (£2,484'-:) 

Conversions 

N one  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( 2'' ) 

(Figures  for  1961  marked-  (*)) 

These  results  are  disappointing  and  suggest  a need  for  a measure  of 
compulsion. 

The  registration  of  multi-let  houses  would  be  of  assistance,  as  at 
present  houses  become  divided  into  flatlets  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Local  Authority  and  the  tenants  are  apprehensive  in  the  present  housing 
difficulties  to  complain.  The  Improvement  Grant  provisions  can 
materially  assist  landlords  to  provide  amenities  required  under  the  1961 
Housing  Act,  washing  facilities,  proper  food  storage  and  adequate  toilet 
accommodation.  As  this  Act  implies  a partial  standard  of  fitness  for 
a multi-let  dwelling  it  is  surely  time  that  a minimum  standard  of 
fitness  for  all  dwelling  houses  should  be  legally  defined  and  to  include 
the  five  ’amenities1  of  the  Standard  Grant. 

Mult i-let  Dwellings 

As  a.  result  of  a report  to  the  Health  Committee  on  present  and 
anticipated  problems  associated  with  ’multi-let’  houses,  it  was  directed 
that  a survey  should  be  initiated  to  investigate  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  problem  with  the  possibility  in  nind  of  securing  a scheme  for 
registration  of  such  houses  as  is  provided  for  at  any  tine  after  November, 
1964. 


A start  was  made  on  a survey  of  property  of  a tjrpe  livable  to  be 
converted  into  ’flats’  and  initial  findings  confirm  that  a substantial 
number  of  houses  have  been  so  converted  without  reference  to  the  Local 
Authority.  It  is  felt  that  in  practice  a drive  to  deal  with  the  short- 
comings of  mult i-let  houses  must  have  some  regard  to  the  availability  of 
housing  -/norenarm  than  good  may  result.  The  initial  survey  continues. 


SECTION  E. 


Milk  Supplies 

There  are  thirty  registered  distributors  of  milk  and  seven  dairies 
registered  with  the  local  authority. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  taken  with  the 
f allowing  re  suit  s : - 


Satisfactory 

Un  sat i sf actory 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 

Sterilised 

1 

- 

Pasteuri sed 

61 

- 

Samples  of  cream  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the  suggested 
standard  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  Working  Party  Report. 
Of  six  taken  from  registered  distributors  or  shops  two  samples  were 
_un satisfactory  and  of  nine  taken  from  the  Ashford  Market  seven  were 
unsatisfactory.  These  results  suggest  the  need  for  a legally 
enforced  standard. 
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All  eight  samples  of  raw  milk  submitted  for  biologically 
examination  were  found  to  be  free  from  abortus  and  tubercle  infections. 

Ice  Cream 

Sampling  was  again  mainly  concentrated  on  sales  of  loose  ice 
cream,  and  some  samples  from  itinerant  vendors  in  the  evenings  were 
obtained. 


Ice  Cream 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Totals 

¥ 

Samples  of  'loose' 

19(4) 

3(1) 

(1) 

2(2) 

24(8) 

Samples  of  wrapped 

6 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Total 

25(4) 

3(1) 

(1) 

2(2) 

30(8) 

Additional  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  from  Itinerant  Vendors  in  bracket! 


No  ice  cream  is  now  produced  locally  on  any  premises 

Some  ninety-nine  premises,  mostly  general  shops  axe  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Practically  all  ice  cream  sold  from  registered 
premises  is  sold  pre-packed  and  derived  from  firms  of  national  repute  and 
are  maintained  at  a high  standard  of  hygienic  quality.  The  introduction 
of  'soft’  ice  cream  manufacturing  units  which  lend  themselves  to  being 
placed  on  a vehicle,  esca.pe  the  requirement  to  register  (premises)  for 
sale  or  manufacture  and  the  more  rigid  control  that  is  thereby  facilitated. 
The  lav/  needs  to  be  revised  to  get  abreast  of  these  developments  which 
need  more  day-to-day  control  than  say  the  sale  of  a.  pre-packed  ice  cream 
from  a shop  premises* 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Unsound  Food  Surrendered 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

342-2-' 

Fruit  Cake 

• • • 

3 

Beef  or  Veal  Loaf  . . . 

1 664 

Liver 

000 

73^ 

Stewed  Steak 

334 

Beef 

0 • • 

3224 

Luncheon  Meat 

1354 

Cream 

• • • 

1 

Fish 

464 

Biscuit  Meal 

• • • 

8 

Chee  se  ... 

79t 

Fruit  Juice 

• 0« 

189t 

4 

Pork 

7C 

Mutton 

• • • 

Jam  ... 

32 

Lamb  Chop 

• • • 

40 

Spaghetti 

i£ 

Rice 

• • • 

124 

Rabbit 

60 

Tongue 

0 • • 

21 

Pies 

15 

Frozen  Foods 

• • • 

392^ 

Custard  Powder  ... 

1 

2 

Sau sages 

• • • 

7 

Sugar 

49 

Tinned  Milk 

000 

29  i 

Strained  Food  ... 

1 

Vegetables 

• • • 

33^ 

Ghioken 

4 

Soup 

• • • 

3 

Syrup 

Fruit 

• • • 

9784 

Miscellaneous 

2| 

Pudding 

• 0 • 

1 

Bacon 

39 

Tomatoes 

. . . 

04 

Dried  Fruit  * * • 

Ham  . . . 

37 

86^- 

Pudding  Mix 

• • • 

Total  weight  rejected  as  unfit:-  1 ton  16  cwt.  3 Qtrs  22  lbs. 

Rejected  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse,  unfit  bacon  and  butchers  meat 
is  slashed  and  soaked  with  green  aniline  dye  after  which  it  is  removed  for 
the  manufacture  of  by-products  in  another  part  of  the  county.  Other  food- 
stuffs, comprising  mainly  unsound  tinned  foods  axe  disposed  of  by  dumping 
under  refuse  at  the  Council' s refuse  dump. 
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Ashford  has  become  a very  important  provisions  distribution  centre 
for  the  South  East.  This  accounts  for  the  rather  high  figure  of  certain 
unsound  foods  appearing  in  the  preceding  table. 

All  poultry  is  regularly  inspected  at  the  local  market  auctions 
normally  held  twice  weekly.  During  the  year  7,443  poultry  and  2,480 
rabbits  were  examined  of  which  64  poultry  end  86  rabbits  were  rejected. 


4-  Food  Hygiene 

Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  are  very  necessary  and  more  of 
this  work  should  be  done.  The  following  list  indicates  improvements 
affected  on  food  premises  by  informal  notifications  to  occupiers. 


Wounds  exposed,  warnings  given  ... 

Smoking,  warnings  given  ,.. 

Clothes  storage,  made  satisfactory  ... 
First  Aid,  outfits  provided  ... 

Hand  washing  labels,  provided  ... 

Hand  washing  facilities,  improved 
Washing  up  facilities  improved  ... 

Cleanliness,  generally  improved  ... 

Wall,  floor  and  ceiling  finishes  improved 
Lighting  made  adequate 

Preparation  tops  made  hygienic  ... 

Ventilation  improved 

Equipment  - cleanliness  ma.de  satisfactory 
Exposed  foods,  protection  improved  ... 
Temperature  control  of  foods,  warnings 
Storage  food,  improved  4 . . 

Storage  wrapping  paper  and  empties  improved 
Miscellaneous  improvements  ... 


2 

11 

6 

10 

3 

24 

21 

20 

35 

1 

14 

8 

5 
21 

6 

14 

3 

29 


There  are  some  thirty-five  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
meat  products  (mainly  sausages). 


During  the  year  several  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  of 
the  storage  in  shops  of  refrigerated  displays  of  quick  frozen  foods  above 
the  'load  line',  and  in  routine  inspections  it  is  often  found  that  traders 
are  not  attending  to  this  detail  as  diligently  as  they  should.  Whilst  it 
must  be  admitted  there  is  no  real  danger  of  the  multiplication  of  any 
disease  - causing  organisms,  careless  storage  of  quick  frozen  foods 
(in  the  14°  ~ 40°F  fcange  of  temperature)  does  favour  deterioration 
in  the  quadity  and  the  early  spoilage  of  these  products. 

One  prosecution  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  of  a baker’s 
roundsman  with  dirty  hands  and  towels  etc.  resulted  in  the  man  being 
fined  £5  in  respect  of  a dirty  towel. 


Carcase s of  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


| Ca.ttle 

Cows 

1 Calves 

j Sheep 

j Pigs 

Horses 

Excluding 

and 

Cows 

Lamb  s 

Number  killed 

508 

221 

115 

2485 

4683 

- 

Number  inspected 

508 

221 

115 

2435 

4683 

- 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis  end 

cystic ere i 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

i 

j 

2 

3 

7 

6 

- 
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! 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

C alve  s 

1 

1 Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

f 

! 

j Figs 

j 

) 

! Horses 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculo s is  and 
cystic ere i 

Carcases  of  which  some 
pant  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percent a„ge  of  the 
number  inspected 
affe  ctsd  with 
disea.se  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

> 

117 

21.06 

112 

16 

148 

825 



\ 

51.58 

16.52 

6.23 

17.74 

- 

Tuberculo sis  only 

Whole  carcases 

— 

_ 

- 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

some  pant  or  organ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

38 

— 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  . 

- 

0.45 

. 

0.81 



affected  with 

! 

tuberculosis 

. . _ „ ^ 

Cystic  ere  0 sis 

1 

Carcases  of  which 

•i 

some  part  or  organ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

was  condemned 

^ Carcases  submitted 

to  treatment  by 

1 

- 

- 

— 

refrigeration 

t _ «,  « 

..  1 

_ 

Generalised  and 

| 

I 

1 

totally  condemned 

1 



Number  of  Slaughterhouses  in  use 


* * * ‘ J ^ 

j 

• SI  'mi p’VvfcpT*—  housc-is/AlD<~’J't‘boirs  in 

Private 

Bacon 

Knackers 

operation  owned  or  leased  by 

Slaught 

cr-houses 

Fa.ct  ories 

Yards 

Local  Authority. 

Licerised 

Operating 

None 

2 

; _ 

None 

None 

Local  Slaughtering  Facilities 

The  Minister  had  accepted  the  Slaughter-house  Report  with  1 st  January, 
1963  as  the  presumed  'appointed  day*  when  the  existing  very  unsatisfactory 
slaughtering  arrangements  in  Ashford  would  have  to  end  and  their  pl--.ee 
taken  by  the  proposed  abattoir-  Regularly,  delays  occurred  auring  the 
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year  in  finalizing  arrangements  for  the  proposed  Abattoir,  is  it 
was  essential  to  retain  the  services  cf  the  slaughtermen,  and  provide 
slaughtering  facilites,  the  Minister  had  to  be  asked  to  temporarily 
reprieve  one  slaughterhouse  to  provide  facilities  until  the  Abattoir 
could  be  operational.  His  qualified  agreement  to  withold  fixing  the 
'appointed  day’  was  duly  received. 


